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On Sunday afternoon OPEC+ announced a deal had finally been 
struck to bring the group back from the dead. The agreement 
officially calls for members to cut oil production by 9.7M barrels 
per day (b/d), but Gulf States led by Saudi Arabia suggest that 
through over-compliance the total volume removed could be as 
high as 12.5M b/d. This deal caps off what will likely go down as 
one of the most tumultuous two weeks in energy sector history. 

The oil markets have been plagued by a combination of a 
severe contraction in demand due to Covid-19 and a price war 
resulting in excess supply. On April 2, after speaking to leaders 
of Saudi Arabia and Russia, President Trump tweeted out “I 
expect & hope that they will be cutting back approximately 10 
Million Barrels, and maybe substantially more.” Within minutes 
that one tweet drove Brent crude prices up over 40%. Extreme 
price volatility has been the hallmark of oil prices ever since. 
Last Thursday OPEC+ members held an emergency meeting 
with the goal of implementing a new round of production cuts 
designed to help offset the Covid-19-related drop in demand. 
Under the proposed terms each OPEC + member would cut oil 
production by ~23%. A final decision from OPEC was predicated 
on all members agreeing and G20 countries stepping up to help 
the cause. Initial indications were that G20 countries such as 
the United States, Brazil, Norway, United Kingdom, and Canada, 
would contribute an additional 5M b/d in cuts. Just when it 
looked like everyone was on board, Mexico spoiled the fiesta 
by refusing to take their allocated 400,000 b/d in production 
cuts and instead offering only 100,000 b/d. As a result, G20 
energy ministers went into Friday’s emergency meeting without 
knowing if OPEC+ actually would consummate an agreement. 
The G20’s final statement called on members “to take all the 
necessary measures to ensure the balance of interest between 
producers and consumers, the security of our energy systems 
and the uninterrupted flow of energy”. Going into the holiday 

weekend oil markets were left with no final OPEC+ agreement 
and vague language from the G20. On a Saturday afternoon 
phone call, Saudi Arabian officials were berated for 2 ½ hours 
by a group of Republican Senators who threatened to end 
all military support for the Kingdom unless production was 
cut. Mexico, who has hedged all of its production for 2020 
and received a promise from President Trump to pick up their 
“slack” stuck to their guns through the weekend. On Sunday 
afternoon the Saudis finally relented and consented to an OPEC+ 
agreement of 9.7M b/d (10M – 300k from Mexico) in production 
cuts. OPEC+ recognizes that oil traders have already priced 10M 
b/d of cuts into the market and are now trying to sweeten the 
pot by saying that actual cuts will be in excess of the stated 
amount. There is still no real clarity from the G20 countries as to 
the extent to which they intend to participate and how any such 
cuts will be measured. 

Brent prices traded higher on Sunday night, but considerable 
uncertainty remains. Any cuts to global production are certainly 
a positive, but in the whole scheme of things still fall short of 
offsetting a decline in global demand which may be as high 
as 35M b/d. Global oil storage is within months of filling up. If 
that happens, oil prices would crumble as excess production 
is unable to find end markets. Market forces would then force 
producers with higher costs and/or limited access to markets to 
shut in production as a means of balancing the market. The bull 
thesis would be that Covid-19 lockdowns soon run their course 
and oil demand quickly rebounds. Under this scenario, OPEC+ 
and G20 cuts would help to balance the market and a better 
day for surviving U.S. energy companies could be envisioned in 
2021. In the end OPEC+ has been resurrected, but a great deal of 
uncertainty remains.  Until greater clarity emerges, investment 
in much of the energy sector should be viewed with caution.

OPEC + Resurrection
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Disclosure

CFA® and Chartered Financial Analyst® are registered trademarks owned by CFA 
Institute. 

This report contains our opinion as of the date of the report. It is for general 
information purposes only and is not intended to predict or guarantee the 
future performance of any investment, investment manager, market sector, or 
the markets generally. We will not update this report or advise you if there is 
any change in this report or our opinion. The information, ratings, and opinions 
in this report are based on numerous sources believed to be reliable, such as 
investment managers, custodians, mutual fund companies, and third-party data 
and service providers. We do not represent or warrant that the report is accurate 
or complete. 

To the extent this report contains information about specific companies or 
securities, including whether they are profitable or not, it is being provided 
as a means of illustrating the investment manager’s investment thesis. The 
investment manager may or may not have invested in these securities at the 
time this report was prepared or is accessed by the reader. References to specific 
companies or securities are not a complete list of securities selected and not all 
securities selected in the referenced timeframe were profitable. 

Other Bank of Montreal affiliates, and their agents and employees, may provide 
oral or written market commentary or trading strategies to clients that reflect 
opinions that are contrary to the opinions expressed in this report. These same 
persons and affiliates may make investment decisions that are inconsistent 
with the recommendations or views expressed in this report. We and our 
affiliates, directors, officers, employees and members of their households, will 
from time to time have long or short positions in, act as principal in, and buy 
or sell, the securities referred to in this report. We and our affiliates, directors, 
officers, employees and members of their households, may have positions in 
the securities mentioned that are inconsistent with the views expressed by this 
report. 

This report is not intended to be a client-specific suitability analysis or 
recommendation, an offer to participate in any investment, a recommendation to 
buy, hold or sell securities, or a recommendation of any investment manager or 
investment strategy. Do not use this report as the sole basis for your investment 
decisions. Do not select an asset class, investment product, or investment 
manager based on performance alone. Consider all relevant information, 
including your existing portfolio, investment objectives, risk tolerance, liquidity 
needs and investment time horizon. 

Any forward-looking statements in this report involve known and unknown risks, 
uncertainties and other factors that may cause the actual performance of future 
markets to differ materially from the projections depicted in the report. Past 
performance is not indicative of future results and current performance may be 
higher or lower than that shown in the report. There can be no certainty as to 
the extent or depth of any market downturn, nor any assurance regarding the 
nature, extent or timing of markets rebounding. When evaluating the report, you 
are cautioned not to place undue reliance on these forward-looking statements, 
which reflect judgments only as of the date of the report. Investment returns 
fluctuate, and investments when redeemed, may be worth more or less than the 
original investment. 

Standardized performance returns include reinvestment of dividends, other 
income and capital gains, which depict performance without adjusting for 
the effects of taxation or the timing of purchases and sales. Performance 
data is presented without deducting the investment advisory fees and other 
charges that may be applicable. The deduction of such fees and other charges 
(and the compounding effect thereof over time) will reduce portfolio return. 
Unless otherwise indicated, traditional investment performance data generally 
represents a composite or representative portfolio return and is shown gross of 
the investment manager’s advisory fees. Unless otherwise indicated, alternative 
investment performance data is shown as net of fund expenses, management 
fees, and incentive fees. Index performance data is shown as total return. You 
cannot invest directly in an index. Due to a system conversion, the ability to 
manipulate or restate client specific performance data prior to December 31, 
2007, may be limited. 

Any discussions of specific securities, investment managers, or strategies are for 
informational purposes only and should not be considered investment advice. 
The report does not constitute an offer to sell or a solicitation to buy any security 
or investment product. Any offer to sell or solicitation to buy an interest in any 
private security, investment product or fund may only be made by receiving a 
confidential private offering memorandum, prospectus, investment advisory 
agreement or similar documents from the investment manager, which describes 
the material terms and various considerations and risks relating to such security, 
investment product or fund. 

Alternative investments, such as private equity and hedge funds, contain risks 
that are amplified when compared with other asset classes, such as illiquidity, 
stock or sector concentration, financial leverage, difficulties in valuation, and 
short selling. Alternative investment vehicles have minimal regulatory oversight 
and alternative managers have the latitude to employ numerous investment 
strategies with varying degrees of risk. 

We are not licensed or registered with any financial services regulatory authority 
outside of the United States. Non-U.S. residents who maintain U.S.-based 
financial services accounts with us may not be afforded certain protections 
conferred by legislation and regulations in their country of residence with 
respect to any investments, investment solicitations, investment transactions or 
communications made with us. 

You may not copy this report or distribute or disclose the information contained 
in the report to any third party, except with our express written consent or as 
required by law or any regulatory authority. 

“BMO Wealth Management” is a brand name that refers to BMO Harris Bank, 
N.A., BMO Family Office, LLC, BMO Harris Financial Advisers, Inc., BMO Delaware 
Trust Company, and certain affiliates that provide certain investment, investment 
advisory, trust, banking, securities, insurance and brokerage products and 
services. “BMO Family Office” is a brand name that refers to BMO Harris Bank, 
N.A., BMO Family Office, LLC, and BMO Delaware Trust Company. The BMO 
Family Office brand provides family office, investment advisory, investment 
management, trust, banking, deposit and loan products and services. These 
entities are all affiliates and owned by BMO Financial Corp., a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of the Bank of Montreal. Capital Advisory Services are offered by a 
division of BMO Harris Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. 
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Broker-dealer and investment advisory services and insurance products are 
offered through BMO Harris Financial Advisors, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. SEC-
registered investment adviser. 

Securities, investment advisory services and insurance products are offered 
through BMO Harris Financial Advisors, Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. SEC-registered 
investment adviser. 

BMO Harris Financial Advisors, Inc. and BMO Harris Bank N.A. are affiliated 
companies. Securities and insurance products offered are: NOT FDIC INSURED – 
NOT BANK GUARANTEED – NOT A DEPOSIT – MAY LOSE VALUE.

Not all products and services are available in every state or location or through 
all entities within BMO or BMO Family Office. 
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